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Pet Owners: 

Metaldehyde (found in slug baits) is 
extremely harmful to your pets if not 
promptly and properly treated.  Some slug baits are advertised 
as pet safe and may have a lower concentration of the active 
ingredient or use a different active ingredient.  Unfortunately, if 
your pet ingests slug bait, regardless of the advertising, there 
is a risk of intoxication and you should call your veterinarian 
immediately or the National Animal Poison Control Center 
(800-548-2423 for $65/call).  We are always available 24/7 for 
emergencies, if your regular veterinarian is not available to 
help.   

On presentation to our emergency hospital, we will induce 
vomiting, if safe.  If our patient is compromised to the extent 
that vomiting is dangerous, we will recommend general anes-
thesia to ‘pump the stomach’ and give a warm water enema.  
We will then place activated charcoal into the stomach or co-
lon to help bind the active ingredient and prevent further ab-
sorption.  Additional treatments like IV fluids and muscle relax-
ants can be very helpful in treating symptoms. 
  
Additional tests like blood work and monitoring vital signs can 
be a critical part in making sure your pet’s health concerns are 
being adequately treated.  Vomiting can cause changes in 
electrolytes, tremors can result in hyperthermia, dehydration 
and the death of muscle.   
 
Consider a plate of beer, covered by a pot, to kill garden slugs.  
When friends and neighbors are working in the garden, it’s the 
best time to walk your pet on a leash and prevent your pet 
from roaming into environments with toxins. 
 
Please feel free to contact our hospital anytime with any ques-
tion or concern regarding your pet.  We are available 24/7 to 
help with your emergency needs if your regular veterinarian is 
not available. 


