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Trauma

Tumor

Encephalitis
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N.B. > intervention opportunity, active research.
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Brain parencyma
Blood
ECF
CSF

CSF

Bone
Foramen 
Magnum

MAP

CPP

ICP

Time
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Vs. Schiff-Sherrington posture (T3-L3 lesion)

Opisthotonus
Extensor rigidity
Coma/stupor

Decerebrate rigidity Midbrain lesion= =
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Mentation 
Level

Score Brainstem reflexes Score Motor function score

Normal
6

Normal PLR and occulocephalic
6

Normal gait and reflexes
6

Demented

5

Slow PLR and normal or slightly 
reduced occulocephalic

5

Hemiparesis or tetraparesis or 
decerebrate rigidity

5

Stupor w/ visual 
and auditory 
response

4

Bilateral miosis that is unresponsive

4

Recumbent (non-ambulatory) w/ 
intermittent extensor rigidity

4

Stupor w/ only 
auditory response

3
Pinpoint pupils with reduced to 
absent occulocephalic

3

Recumbent w/ constant rigidity

3

Stupor w/ only 
response to 
noxious stimuli

2
Unilateral mydriasis that is 
unresponsive w/ reduced to absent 
occulocephalic

2

Recumbent w/ constant rigidity 
and opisthotonus

2

Coma

1
Bilateral mydriasis that is 
unresponsive w/ reduced or absent 
occulocephalic

1

Recumbent w/ complete 
areflexia

1



Table 2.  Probability of survival for dogs with various MGCS scores.  Taken from Platt, 2001.
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